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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described In a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

Claims 1 and 3 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Togashi 
et al. (U.S. 6,225,638). 

Regarding Claims 1 and 3, Togashi et al. teaches: 

A method of discriminating types of plural discs with different track pitches and/or 
different reflection factors and/or different cover layer thicknesses, the disks being 
seated on an information recording and reproducing system that records and 
reproduces information using different wavelengths, comprising the steps of (see 
Column 2, lines 45-60): 

• (a) irradiating laser light with a specific wavelength onto an optical disk 
(see Figure 1, Element 3) 

• (b) detecting light, which can be obtained by irradiating the laser light 
onto the optical disk, using a first detecting element suitable for light with 
the specific wavelength and/or for specific track pitch (see Column 2, 
lines 63-67 and Column 3, lines 8-20) 

• (c) detecting light, which can be obtained by irradiating the laser light 
onto the optical disk, using a second detecting element suitable for light 



Application/Control Number: 10/696,427 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2633 

with another wavelength and/or for another-track pitch (see Column 2, 
lines 63-67 and Column 3, lines 8-20 

• (d) discriminating a type of optical disk on the basis of detection results 
obtained at the steps b) and c) (see Column 3, lines 21-26) 

An apparatus for discriminating types of disks seated on an information recording 
and reproducing system that records and reproduces information using different plural 
wavelengths, comprising (see Column 2, lines 45-60): 

• at least two detecting elements having different detection sensitivities 
and/or different track pitches (see Column 3, lines 8-20) 

• a discriminating unit for discriminating the types of optical disks on the 
basis of detection results which can be obtained by detecting light 
received from each of the optical disks through the detecting elements 
(see Column 3, lines 15-26) 

Claims 2,4-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yamada et 
al (U.S. 5,831,952). 

Regarding Claims 2,4-5, Yamada et al. teaches: 

A method of discriminating types of disks seated on an information recording and 
reproducing system using a S-curve indicated by a focus error signal generated during 
movement of an object lens by a lens drive system, comprising the steps of (see 
Abstract): 

• storing and maintaining a signal level of a S-curve generated by 
feedback light which is emitted from a light source installed for a first 
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optical disk and received by a light receiving element installed for a 
second optical disk (see Column 10, lines 60-67 and Column 11, lines 
1-10, 29-40). Yamada et al. teaches feedback light values AS1Lp, 
AS2Lp, and focus error, ENVp, which are all signal levels generated by 
apparatus. 

• utilizing the signal level for discrimination of the types of disks (see 
Column 11, lines 41-45) 

An apparatus for discriminating types of disks seated on an information recording 
and reproducing system using a S-curve indicated by a focus error signal generated 
during movement of an object lens by a lens drive system, comprising (see Abstract): 

• optical disk discriminating means for storing and maintaining a signal 
level of a S-curve generated by feedback light which is emitted from a 
light source installed for a first optical disk and received by a light 
receiving element installed for a second optical disk (see Column 10, 
lines 60-67. Column 11, lines 1-10 and 29-40, and Figure 18, 
Element 447) 

• utilizing the signal level for discrimination of the types of disks (see 
Column 11, lines 41^5) 

• the optical disk discriminating means comprises a comparing circuit for 
discriminating a type of seated optical disk by comparing a voltage level 
indicated by the S-curve of the focus error signal with a voltage level 
generated by the feedback light, and/or comparing the voltage level 
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generated by the feedback light with a reference value obtained when a 



suitable optical disk is seated (see Column 11, lines 41-45). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas D. Alunkal whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1 127. The examiner can nomially be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Shanon Foley can be reached on (571)272-0898. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomiation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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